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Building community around Drupal since 2007
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Building modules for Drupal since 2008
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Building training on Drupal since 2010
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Improving user experiences with Drupal since 2011
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Improving the theme layer for Drupal since 2012
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I <3 Drupal.  I <3 Panels.

BUILD BETTER WEBSITES
WITH PANELS!

Friday, April 5, 2013



who are you?
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Building websites with Drupal for less than 1 year?
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who are you?

Building websites with Drupal for less than 1 year?
Building websites with Drupal for more than 1 year?

Building websites with Drupal 7?

BUILD BETTER WEBSITES
WITH PANELS!

Friday, April 5, 2013



who are you?

Building websites with Drupal for less than 1 year?
Building websites with Drupal for more than 1 year?

Building websites with Drupal 7?
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who are you?

Building websites with Drupal for less than 1 year?
Building websites with Drupal for more than 1 year?

Building websites with Drupal 7?
Built websites with Drupal 6?

Have tried panels before?
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who are you?

Building websites with Drupal for less than 1 year?
Building websites with Drupal for more than 1 year?

Building websites with Drupal 7?
Built websites with Drupal 6?

Have tried panels before?
Use panels all the time?
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF LAYOUTS
Once upon a time... 
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF LAYOUTS
Once upon a time... 

every page on your site used the same layout
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF LAYOUTS
Once upon a time... 

where “the content” was often in the middle
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF LAYOUTS
Once upon a time... 

and a bunch of other “stuff ” was placed around the content
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF LAYOUTS
Once upon a time... :)

for a while, this was fine
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF LAYOUTS
Once upon a time... :(

one-layout-fits-all approach doesn’t always cut it
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF LAYOUTS
Solutions!

Visibility: telling blocks when/where they should appear & ...
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF LAYOUTS
Solutions!

Magic layouts: regions that disappear when no content within
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF LAYOUTS
Imperfect Solutions :/

Every single block needs to be configured appropriately
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF LAYOUTS
Solutions!

In code: prevent regions from being printed on certain pages.
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF LAYOUTS
Imperfect Solutions :/

Drupal still does all the work, resulting in performance waste
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF LAYOUTS
Also, not good enough.

What if you want a completely different layout?

you have this you want this
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF LAYOUTS
Then it was time for Drupal 7
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF LAYOUTS
Then it was time for Drupal 7

What do we do?

Friday, April 5, 2013



A BRIEF HISTORY OF LAYOUTS
Solutions!

We include an even crazier default layout.
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF LAYOUTS
Imperfect Solutions :/

whoopsie, we may have over done it.
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF LAYOUTS

Our “content” is still stuck in the middle

Imperfect Solutions :/
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF LAYOUTS
Also, still not good enough.

It’s still hard to make a completely different layout.

you have this now you still want this
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so what is the perfect solution?
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PANELS
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PANELS

Panels allows you to control the layout of your site.
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PANELS

Panels allows you to control the layout of your site.
But it requires a shift in how you think about site architecture.
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PANELS

Panels allows you to control the layout of your site
by controlling the layout of your content
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PANELS
two-column content layout
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PANELS
two-column site layout

Friday, April 5, 2013



PANELS
three-column site layout
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PANELS
three-column site layout
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PANELS
what does this mean?
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PANELS
what does this mean?

1) You don’t need very many regions in your theme.
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PANELS
what does this mean?

3 regions

1) You don’t need very many regions in your theme.

only 1 region
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PANELS
what does this mean?

2) You won’t be doing very much with Blocks
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PANELS
what does this mean?

2 blocks no blocks!

2) You won’t be doing very much with Blocks
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PANELS
what does this mean?

3) Everything is content.
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PANELS
what does this mean?

3 regions only 1 region

3) Everything is content.
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LET’S MAKE BETTER WEBSITES
Things Drupal doesn’t do very well:

1) home pages
2) content pages

3) user profile pages
4) taxonomy term listing pages

5) custom landing pages
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(rebuild it with panels)

Home page
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(rebuild it with panels)

Blog post (node page)
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(rebuild it with panels)

User profile

LET’S MAKE BETTER WEBSITES
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(rebuild it with panels)

Category page (taxonomy term listing page)

LET’S MAKE BETTER WEBSITES
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(rebuild it with panels)

Landing page (custom page)

LET’S MAKE BETTER WEBSITES
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WHERE’S THE CODE?
Everything is pluggable

1) panels layouts
2) content types (panels panes)

3) pane styles
4) access rules

5) contexts
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OUT OF  TIME ALREADY?
More panels info:

video series:

Panels
by yours truly

on drupalize.me

Book: 

Drupal’s Building Blocks
by Earl & Lynette Miles
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